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Who is
‘ Homeless?

For the purposes of the school
lunch program, an individual who is
homeless is someone who does
not have a fixed, regular, or
adequate place to live,” including:

» Sharing housing of relatives or
friends due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar
reason;

» Living in motels, hotels, trailer
parks, or camping grounds due
to the lack of other adequate
housing;

» Living in emergency or
transitional shelters, on the
street, in a car, or in similar
substandard arrangements.

Eligibility for School
Nutrition Programs

Students who are experiencing
homelessness automatically
qualify for the school’s free

breakfast and lunch programs.

Who to Contact

Each school district in Ohio has a
homeless liaison, who works to
protect the rights of students in

transition and helps them receive

services they are entitled to. They
can help students sign up for free
meals.

To find your district liaison
contact the State Coordinator, at
614-466-4161.

How to Enroll

Children and youth experiencing
homelessness do not have to fill
out an application to be enrolled in
their school’s free nutrition
programs. This means that you do
NOT need to show proof of
income. You must, however,
provide documentation to the
school with the following
information:

v/ Child or Children’s
Name(s)

Dates of Homelessness
Signature of local
educational liaison or the
director of the homeless
shelter
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